Billbergia buchholtzii Mez, Repert. Sp. Nov. 1.6: 7. 1919.
BILLBERGIA BUCHOLTZII (Sic) Bromeliaceae in Curtis Mag N.S. t. 854, circa 1980

Species of Billbergia are among the most commonly cultivated bro​meliads with nine species being represented in the wide range of nurserymen's lists. Of these the most widely known as a popular house-plant is the small B. nutans H. Wendland ex Regel, figured in this Magazine (t.6423), with its pendulous inflorescence of pale green flowers with navy blue fringed petals topping the scape bearing large showy rose-pink bracts. Closely following this in popularity is B. pyramidalis (Sims) Lindley (t.4756), a much more attractive plant with broader leaves and a more concentrated and elegant erect inflor​escence of brilliant lilac blue flowers, still bearing the large pink bracts typical of most of the genus. These are only two of a genus of some fifty or more species most of which surpass those mentioned above in beauty and attraction, but surprisingly, one can only hope to see many of them in the privacy of botanic gardens and large private collections.

The genus Billbergia is found in the wild mainly in the eastern states of Brazil where the species inhabit wet and damp forests. They grow primarily as epiphytes on the forest trees, anchoring with simple root systems and obtaining most of their nutriment from the water and debris which collects in the funnel-like rosettes of leaves.

Billbergia bucholtzii illustrated here was first described by C. Mez in 1919 from a plant of unknown origin growing in the Berlin Botanic Garden. It was subsequently recorded from other cultivated collec​tions and has been maintained in cultivation in several places ever since. Since it was described it has never been encountered in the wild and it is speculated that it is of possible hybrid origin. This appears likely as it bears many features which are met with in several closely allied species, although its true parentage would not be easy to define with any certainty.

It is a plant well worthy of inclusion in any collection of house-plants and is illustrated here from material passed to the Living Collections at Kew by L. Maurice Mason the well-known collector and horticulturist of King's Lynn, Norfolk.

CULTIVATION. Although this is a member of a basically epiphytic genus of plants it can be grown successfully either attached to a base of cork bark or more easily as a pot plant. As a pot plant all it needs is enough substance to keep the plant erect, and this can be a mixture such as one of equal parts fibre, peat and grit which gives both good aeration and drainage and some capacity for holding moisture. The temperature can range between 50°-85°F with the optimum about 65°F, in a fairly humid atmosphere. Propagation is easy by careful removal of the offsets which form at the base of the mature plant, usually after flowering.

Billbergia bucholtzii Mez in Fedde, Repert. Sp. Nov. 16: 7 (1919) et Pflanzenreich 4, 32:192 (1935); Smith & Downs in Fl. Neotrop. 14: 1983 (1979). Types: Berlin Hortus s.n. (B, holotype; photo, F.11335) ; Atkinson 44 (GH, US, ?clonotypes).

DESCRIPTION. 

Plant forming a slender funnel form rosette. 

Leaves to 65 cm. long, up to 10(-12) to a rosette; 

blades to 4 cm. wide, ligulate, obtuse to broadly rounded at apex, minutely apiculate, finely serrate, pale green above, darker purplish-green beneath, obscurely yellow-spotted, glabrous above, finely white lepidote beneath, between fine nerves, sheathed at base; 

sheaths up to 20 cm. long, 4-5 cm. wide, elliptic, dark reddish to purple above and within. Scape suberect, slender, shorter than leaves, glabrous, purplish grey-green; bracts large, up to 13 cm. long, 3 cm. wide, elliptic, acute or obtuse, bright rose, finely white lanate beneath, clearly overlapping at nodes below, spreading above. 

Inflorescence suberect, to 15 cm. long, simple above with I-2, 1-2-flowered branches below, glabrous. 

Floral bracts minute, triangular, about 0-25 mm. long, pale brown. 

Flowers 6-5-7 cm. long, sessile. 

Sepals 25-28 mm. long, 7 mm. wide, oblong, emarginate, very minutely mucronate, pale creamish-green with a blue apex, occasionally suffused pink. 

Petals 45-50 mm. long, with 2 coarsely serrate scales within at base, not spirally recurved, cream below, becoming pale green above, the part above sepals totally dark blue. 

Stamens slightly shorter than petals; filaments pale green, anthers orange. 

Ovary I5-20 mm. long, cylindric, sulcate, pale green, glabrous.

DISTRIBUTION. Never collected from the wild and probably of hybrid origin.

D. PHILCOX

Billbergia buchholtzii Mez, Repert. Sp. Nov. 1.6: 7. 1919.

Description from S&D

Leaves to 10 in a slenderly funnelform rosette, pale green, obscurely spotted, to 4 dm long; 

Sheaths large, elliptic, dark reddish above; 

Blades ligulate, broadly rounded, minutely-apiculate, to 6 cm wide, finely serrulate

Scape suberect, slender, glabrous, shorter than the leaves; 

Scape-bracts large, elliptic, acute, brlght-red. 

Inflorescence suberect, few-flowered, usually with a single one-flowered branch at base and else​where simple, to 12 cm long, 8 cm in diameter, glabrous. 

Floral bracts minute, triangu​lar; 

Flowers sessile, to 70 mm long. 

Sepals oblong, emarginate and without a mucro, 25 mm long, green except the dark blue apex; 

Petals to 50 mm long, never spiral, the part above the sepals dark blue, bearing 2 coarsely serrate scales at base; 

Stamens slightly shorter than the petals; 

Ovary cylindric, 20 mm long, sulcate, pale green.

Type. Berlin Hortus s n (holotype, B; photo F 1'1335), Atkinson 44 (? clonotypes ,

GH, US); New York Botanical Garden s n (?clonotypes NY, US).​

Distribution. Never collected from the wild and probably of hybrid origin.

From Mez 1935

33. B. Buchholtzii Mez in Fedde, Rep. XVI. (1919) 7. 

Folia ad 10 subutriculatim; rosulata, e vaginis maximis, intus triste violascentibus late linearia, ad laminae transitum dorso haud impressa, apice mucrone minuto haud pungente imposito rotundata, margine spinulis minutissimis paucisque praedita, ad 0,4 m longa medioque fere 60 mm lata, laete viridia, haud vittata. Scapus gracilis, suberectus, glaber, foliis paullo brevior, vaginis amplis saturate roseis indutus. Inflorescentia suberecta; subpauciflora, basi constanter pauperrime composita sueto ramulum unicum 1-florum proferens, cet. simplex densiuscule spicata, 5-10-flora, glaberrima, usque ad 0,12 m longa, et 80 mm diam, metiens mihi visa; bracteis florigeris minutissimis, squamiformi-triangularibus. Flores plane sessiles,  ad 70 mm longi; sepalis virentibus apice minute indigotino-maculatis, late linearibus, apice minute asymmetrice emarginatis nullo modo mucronatis. Petala sepalis ad 25 mm longiora, apice rotundata, quoad partem.ultra sepala prominentem tota violaceo-indigotina, basi ligulis grosse crenatis aucta, deflorata porrecta. Stamina petalis paullo breviora, filamentis ser. II. cum petalis brevissime connatis; antheris 5 mm longis, luteis, utrinque obtusis. Ovarium bene cylindricum, manifeste lineato-sulcatum, laete viride, glaberrimum nec pruinosum, ad 20 mm longum; stylo petala demum superante; stigmatis lobis spira​liter curvis sed demum dissolutis.

Heimat unbekannt, wahrscheinlich Ost- Brasilien. - Ich habe die Art von drei verschiedenen Garten unter drei verschiedenen falschen Namen erhalten. Es ist aus​geschlossen, daB sie einen Gartenbastard darstellt; sie ist zu Ehren des Garteninspektors Buchholtz , meines Mitarbeiters bei der Kultur der Bromeliaceen, benannt:

Translated by Butcher

Leaves to 10 forming a rosulate subutriculum

Sheath very large, inside dull violettish wide linear, merging with the blades not at all impressed at the back, tip rounded with a minute micron not at all pungent, edges with few minutest spines, to 0,4 m long, in the middle about 60 mm wide, bright green, not at all banded. 

Scape slender, suberect, glabrous, a little shorter than the leaves, fully covered by ample pink sheaths. 

Inflorescence suberect; about few flowered, base uniformly depauperate compsed of one flowered branches, otherwise a simple dense spike, 5-10-flowered, glabrous, up to 0,12 m long, and 80 mm diam, a measurement I have seen; 

Floral bracts very small, squamiform-triangular. 

Flowers clearly sessile,  to 70 mm long; 

Sepals greenish, the tip minute indigo-maculate, wide linear, tipa little asymmetric emarginate not at all mucronate. 

Petals to 25 mm longer than the sepals, tip rounded, in regard to the part that is above the sepal totally violet-indigo, large crenate ligules at the base, after flowering porrect. 

Stamens a little shorter than the petals, filaments ser. II. very short connate with the petals; anthers 5 mm long, yellow, both sides obtuse. 

Ovary clearly cylindrical, manifestly linear-sulcate, brioght green, glabrous not at all pruinose, to 20 mm long; style barely exceeding the petals; stigma lobes curved spiralling but finally dissolved.

Habitat unknown, probably East - Brazil. - I obtained examples from three different gardens under three different incorrect names. It is unanimous that it is a garden-hybrid; it is named in honour of the Garden-inspector Buchholtz, my co-worker in the cultivation of  Bromeliaceae. 

